
Summer Work  

Subject: Product Design  

Deadline: September 2nd 2019 

Task: Designers Research 

Teacher Contact: Miss Bowey mbowey@nortonhillschool.com 

 

This work is essential to completing the first lesson of the 

course. Please ensure it is completed and printed before the 

start of your first lesson. 

Research into a designer that uses one of the following materials 

as their main medium. 

Paper  Card - Corrugated Card  
Foam Board Mod Rock  
Metal Wood 
Acrylic Plastics 
Concrete Aluminium Foils 

 

To gain an understanding into others design works choose a designer that you like 

and that you find interesting.  Once you have chosen a designer then you must 

complete a written analysis from the practitioner you have chosen to investigate. 

Use the help sheet as a guide to the questions you will ask about your chosen 

designer.  

You must provide visual images that go with your investigation and explore how 

the designer has used the materials within their work. Alongside this, consider 

what manufacturing processes have been used in the production of the design 

work. 

Your investigations should be thorough enough to enable you to develop 

conclusions and form independent judgements of why the designer has been 

successful in their field.  

 



Staff Contact Email Address: vgill@nortonhillschool.com 

 

 

 

How to analyse an artist's work 

Analysing an artist's work means studying the elements that make up an 

artwork. You can show your understanding by answering questions about the 

work. 

In order to achieve higher marks, you need to show that you understand the work of 

artists, designers and craftspeople. 

The following headings and questions can help you to structure a piece of writing and 

understand a piece of artwork. Always remember to use your own words so that you are 

expressing what you think. 

Form 

This means looking at the formal elements of an artwork. 

● What is the medium of the work?  

● What colours does the artist use? Why? How is colour organised?  

● What kind of shapes or forms can you find?  

● What kind of marks or techniques does the artist use?  

● What is the surface like?  

● What kinds of textures can you see?  

● How big is the work? 

Context 

This refers to how the work relates to a particular time, place, culture and society in 

which it was produced. 

● When was it made? Where was it made? Who made it?  

● Who was the work made for?  

● What do you know about the artist?  

● Does their background/ beliefs influence their work? 

● How does the work relate to other art of the time?  

● Does the work relate to the social or political history of the time?  

● Can you link it to other arts of the period, such as film, music or literature?  

● Does the work relate to other areas of knowledge, such as science or geography? 

Content 

The content is the subject of a piece of work. 

● What is it? What is it about? What is happening?  

● Is it a portrait? A landscape? Abstract?  

● What does the work represent?  

● The title - what does the artist call the work?  

● Does the title change the way we see the work?  

● Is it a realistic depiction?  

● Have any parts been exaggerated or distorted? If so, why?  

● What is the theme of the work?  



● What message does the work communicate? 

Process 

Looking at process means studying how the work was made and what techniques were 

used. 

● What materials and tools were used to make the piece?  

● What is the evidence for this?  

● Do sketchbooks provide any clues as to how the work developed? 

Mood 

Mood means looking at how the artist has created a certain atmosphere or feeling. 

● How does the work make you feel?  

● Why do you think you feel like this?  

● Does the colour, texture, form or theme of the work affect your mood?  

● Does the work create an atmosphere? 

Communication 

● What is the artist communicating do you think? 

● Why/ how do you know that? 

● Could they have communicated that meaning any better? How? 

 

Comparison 

● Compare their work/ exploration of the theme in relation to some other practitioner’s 

exploration of that theme. 

● How do they compare? 

● Who is more successful and why? 

● Would one be more successful in a different context/ period of time? 

 

Summarise your findings. 

● Sum up what you have learnt here 

 

Breakdown of topics to help you analyse your work… 

 



 

 

 

 


