
Parent/ Student Update 12.2.21

Dear all

We have now reached half term and I hope that the students are able to have a good break from their
studies and importantly from their screens. Teachers will not set homework over this break and this should
give students time to catch up on work and coursework and most importantly to have a rest from their
studies. We are all exceptionally proud of how well the students have coped with this lockdown and have
kept working really well throughout.

I would encourage students to try out some of the mindfulness activities we posted on the classroom for
Mental Wellbeing week, if they didn’t get the chance to do so during the week. Off the Record have also
created a website where they are sharing fun activities students can do over the break whilst we are still in
lockdown.https://participationotrba.wixsite.com/activisite
There are also lots of details of organisations who can support students with wellbeing if they are
struggling, on the Sixth Form website: https://www.msnsixth.com/copy-of-students-and-parents-1
Students can also contact myself,  Ms Oxley-Hughes or Ms Taggart over the holidays if they need to. We
have posted some information on the year group classrooms about self- care and resilience which is
worth students having a look at.

Exam update
We are expecting to hear the outcome of the exams consultation during the week beginning 22.2.21 and
we will let students know as soon as we have more information about how the grades will be calculated in
the summer. At the moment we know nothing more and we would encourage students to have a break
over the half term and try as much as possible to not worry about this. We will let students know if we
receive any information, but this is unlikely as all exam boards are part of this consultation, including the
Cambridge Pre-U. If students are worried about any aspect of this or hear rumours that concern them,
then please do get in touch so we can clarify these for you.

Year 13 Parents Evening
This will take place virtually on Thursday 25th February for MSN, WRI & MSS sites, and all parents should
have received details of how to book appointments with subject teachers. If you have not received this or
are having any problems booking, please get in touch with Ms Grainger on 01761 402280 or
sixthformadmin@msnsixth.com

Apprenticeship week website
Apprenticeship week has gone well this week with lots of opportunities for students to find out more about
this career path. There is an apprenticeship website which has been set up by Mrs Pascoe which gives
students lots of useful information. https://sites.google.com/writhlington.org.uk/apprenticeships/home

University and Apprenticeship Fair
I know that there were some technical issues for the Year 12 students when they attended the virtual fair,
however the organisers have posted the webinars on their youtube channel and you are able to access
them there if you missed any: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSFaAb1UIrV0PrQKp4YE-Wg/videos
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There are also lots of useful videos there that might be helpful to Year 13 students as well. There is also
another conference taking place on 17th March if students are interested. You can sign up for this here:
https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/fair-signup

Exeter Scholars Scheme
This is a free programme providing both year 12 and 13 students with the opportunity to find out more
about university. In previous years, pathway has started with a residential programme held at the
Streatham Campus in Exeter. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions there will be a new virtual
programme. Further details about this can be found here:
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year12/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/exeterscholars/apply/year13/

Successful students will take part in a two-week online programme to mark the start of their journey as an
Exeter Scholar. This will take place from Monday 12th April to Friday 23rd April. This online programme
will have four subject streams that students can choose between when applying for the
pathway.(https://tinyurl.com/1psn43uc) The first week will include an introductory session and during the
week participants will complete short activities related to their chosen subject stream; these activities can
be completed in their own time to ensure flexibility. The second week will build upon these introductory
activities with daily group sessions enabling students to explore a subject area further.

Black Lives Matter Conference
All  Year 12 students will be taking part in an online Black Lives Matter Conference on Friday 19th March
and so there will be no lessons on this day. Activities are planned throughout the day for students to take
part in.

LGBTQ+ Awareness Month
February is LGBTQ+ Awareness month and we will be raising awareness of this in tutor time next term.

UNIQ - Oxford University
Oxford University is unable to run it's summer schools this year, but is offering an online digital experience
instead including a mentor. Students can find out more about this and apply for this here:
https://www.uniq.ox.ac.uk/ The deadline for applications is 11pm on15th March.

Oxford /Cambridge Student Conference
Oxford and Cambridge Universities have set up virtual information days for students and parents who are
interested in applying to these universities next year.
These are jointly hosted by the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. These sessions are the result of a

collaboration between Downing College, Cambridge; Exeter College, Oxford; Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford; Merton

College, Oxford; Robinson College, Cambridge; and Trinity Hall, Cambridge. The deadline for applications for them is

Friday 1st March.
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The details of the available sessions are below. Please note that where two sessions are

listed, these will be the same and there is no need to attend both.

Student Session -  Part A:

● 10th March - 9:00am - 10:30am

● 11th March - 3:30pm - 5:00pm

Session A will cover an Introduction to Oxbridge and Student Life and will be delivered by

School Liaison Officers and current students from both Oxford and Cambridge. Students

who attend the webinar will leave the session understanding how to choose a University,

how to choose a College and what being a student at Oxbridge is really like.

Student Session – Part B:

● 17th March - 9:00am - 10:30am

● 18th March - 3:30pm - 5:00pm

Session B will cover the application process along with tips for personal statements and

interviews. Students will hear from Admissions Staff and learn more about the application

process whilst receiving advice on how to prepare a competitive application.

Students can sign up for either/both sessions here.

Parent & Supporter Sessions

● 25th March - 5:00pm - 6:00pm

● 30th March - 7:00pm - 8:00pm

Parents and supporters are invited to bring any Oxbridge questions to a panel of Admissions

Staff and School Liaison Officers from both Universities.

Teacher Session & Q&A

● 31st March - 4:00pm - 5:00pm

Representatives from both Oxford and Cambridge will be sharing tips on how you can best

support your Oxbridge applicants and are going to be answering any questions you have.

Teachers, parents and supporters can sign up here.

I hope you all have a restful half term break.

Mrs K Ward

Director of Sixth Form - Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership
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