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Welcome to our parent update 
 
Parent Mock Exam Update January 2017 
 
 
Important Exam changes 
 
The government reforms and consequent changes to Post-16 education have meant an increased 
number of exams, including exams which now carry greater weight for the final grade, with most 
subjects no longer having any sort of coursework. In addition to this, the current year 13 
students are the first year group who will not have the benefit of AS modules contributing to 
their overall grade in year 13. For most subjects, the grade achieved in year 13 is from the exams 
sat in the summer of year 13. 
 
This means that a student’s ability to be good at producing the best responses in exam 
conditions is becoming increasingly important. In this climate it is difficult to assuage the effects 
of the results but, through our programme of promoting mindfulness, we hope to help this. The 
only other way to help with this potential stress point is for students to have a clear 
understanding of what is expected in the exams and what it is that examiners are looking for.  
 
Mock results 
 
The Mock results will be out for students on Friday lunchtime and the consequent actions from 
these are designed to ensure that the students are clear on what they need to do to improve and 
that they have clear goals and targets to work towards. For some of the students this may mean 
a process of diagnosis to work out what it is that they need to work on to help them to improve 
their performance in the exams. 
 
There is a relatively short list of issues which causes a student to underperform in exams: 

 Rubric errors - this is when a student misreads the question or the task set or 
alternatively misses out a whole section of the paper. This is something which is easily 
rectified. 

 Lack of revision 
 A need to improve exam technique - the student may have revised thoroughly and shown 

a good understanding of the subject but has not met the requirements of the mark 
scheme. 
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Support strategies 
 
Following the exams we have a number of strategies which we use with the students. At this 
point we would expect it to be perfectly normal for a student to be one grade below the target, 
as natural progression should allow them to achieve their expected target grade in the summer, 
provided they continue their efforts and work to improve their exam technique. They will review 
their exams in lessons with their teachers and students will complete a reflection sheet for each 
subject; this allows teachers to know what a student is clear on and what they need to do to 
improve their future performance. 
 
However, for students who have underperformed, the following plans will be put in place: 

 If a student has significantly underperformed, we need to review their working habits to 
ensure that they are using their study time effectively. Therefore we will be asking 
students who have significantly underperformed, and whose exams suggest they have 
completed thorough revision, to complete a study health check over two weeks. This 
will require them to keep a record of how they are using their study time and will help 
both their subject teachers and the pastoral team to support them in identifying what 
they need to do to improve further. 

 If a student has significantly underperformed but has clearly not revised, then we ask 
them to spend some time in the library to complete some more thorough revision and 
they will then retake the exam so that more constructive advice can be given on a 
subject specific basis. If revision is the hurdle that students are struggling to overcome 
then their tutor and Mrs Friend will work with them to help them develop more 
effective revision strategies. 

 For all students who achieve two grades or below their target grade we ask them to 
retake the exam after a detailed review of the requirements or further revision to 
ensure they have learnt from the experience and are clear on what the specific 
requirements are that they failed to meet on the first occasion. 

 Those students who have underachieved in the exams and whose papers show no sign of 
revision and also have a history of underperformance in homework will be placed on 
monitoring report with their tutor to review how they are progressing in lessons and 
their use of study time. 
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We will contact parents next week if we plan to put any intervention in place or if subject 
teachers raise any sort of concern. 

 
As always please do not hesitate to contact either myself or Mrs Glossop if you have any queries 
regarding any of the above. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Karen Ward 
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