
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 12 support this term 
 
I hope that all the students have had a good break over half term and are looking forward to 
the opportunity to come into school for some face-to-face subject booster sessions this term. 
The government guidance was released over half term and we have made detailed plans for 
students over this final half term. 
 
Until 15th June, we are open for supported independent study. This is aimed at students 
who need additional support and are struggling to work from home for a variety of reasons. 
This has currently been by invitation only and based on feedback from subject teachers. 
However, if you feel that your son/ daughter would benefit from attending these sessions, 
please contact either Ms Oxley-Hughes (MSN Sixth) or Ms Taggart (Writhlington Sixth) in the 
first instance.  
 
We are also aware that some students are working effectively from home, but need some 
support in structuring their studies or need someone to talk through how they are 
progressing. With this in mind, Ms Taggart and Ms Oxley-Hughes will be offering study 
mentoring sessions via Google Meet to help students organise and plan their studies 
effectively or to overcome obstacles. These can be arranged by contacting them in the first 
instance. We are monitoring students’ progress with feedback from their subject teachers 
and will also be contacting students where we feel there is a need for support.  
 
There are a significant number of students who are working exceptionally well from home 
and are maintaining high levels of motivation. We are also collecting positive feedback from 
subjects and will be sending this out weekly to students. We do recognise that even students 
who are progressing well need more engagement from their teachers.  With this in mind, we 
have worked hard over the past few weeks to overcome the initial safeguarding obstacles 
we faced, in order to offer live lessons to students. 
 
These live online sessions have been trialled by a number of teachers across different sites. 
Following their experiences, we have now adopted a model which has proved to be the most 
effective. Every week, each subject will offer students at least one online pre-recorded 
lesson as a minimum and will also offer one Google Meet session for students as a follow up 
to this. The intention is that the Google Meet session is an opportunity for students to get 
additional support for the work covered, or to act as a smaller seminar session with fewer 
students. We are currently creating a timetable for all the subjects, showing which topics will 
be covered each week, and which day the Google Meet will take place. This information will 
also be posted on the Year 12 Google Classroom.  
 
We will also be offering face to face subject booster sessions from 15th June for students to 
attend on their home site. Students will be offered a subject booster session for each of their 
subjects. Unfortunately due to restrictions on the numbers allowed on each site we are 

 



 
unable to offer more than this at the moment. Students should have no more than one 
session per week and each of the sessions will be led by their subject specialist teachers.  
 
Students must book into the sessions they wish to attend and a survey form will be sent out 
by the end of the day on Friday for them to book into sessions. Students must have signed 
up by the end of Tuesday 9th June to reserve their place. Due to the current restrictions 
if students do not book a place they will not be able to turn up on the day. We will send 
students confirmation of their place, with detailed instructions for the day and the current 
restrictions on their site, as well as a video detailing the procedures. Our risk assessment for 
students being in school at this time is also available on our websites. 
 
All Sixth Form sites are closed on a Friday; this is to allow for deep cleaning of the buildings 
and also for students to have support in planning their futures. We have put together a 
programme of online talks and Google Meet support sessions each Friday for students over 
this period. This will be available on the Year 12 Google Classroom and starts tomorrow. 
 
We are constantly reviewing and updating how we are supporting students and are 
constantly trying to improve the way that we work online. I hope that the activities this term 
will help students to feel more engaged, and to overcome any challenges they have faced in 
their studies through working in this unusual and challenging way. 
 
As always if you have any concerns or queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Mrs K Ward 
Senior Assistant Headteacher - Post 16 
Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership 


