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Welcome to our parent update 
 
Parental Update May 2018 
 
The countdown towards the exams has started. Students are busily working in school and we are keen to 
reassure them that although it’s very hard work at the moment, in whole scheme of things the exam 
period does not last long. 
 
Revision 
All students have already had the opportunity in tutor time to register on the Get Revising website 
(www.getrevising.co.uk) and should be using a revision timetable to help them structure their revision. 
There are also lots of good quality revision resources on this website that students can use.  
 
Year 13 UCAS Update 
Most of the Year 13 students who have applied to university have received all of their offers and are now 
contemplating which one to pick as their first choice. We recommend they aim to have a couple of grades 
difference between their Firm and Insurance choice. They should also aim to choose universities who are 
making offers in points as their insurance offer as they tend to be more flexible on results day. Students 
should ensure that they have spoken with their tutors before making their final choices, as once they have 
accepted these then they cannot be changed.  
 
For any students who received all of their offers after 3rd May the deadline for acceptance is 7th June.  Any 
offers not accepted at this point will be cancelled. We can monitor this in school and will ensure that 
students are not in this position. Students who received all their offers before the 3rd May have now 
accepted all of their offers, this was monitored by the sixth form team.  
 
Any students who have not received any offers can apply for courses which still have places via UCAS 
Extra. We can support students to do this and they should see Mrs Ward in the first instance. 
 
Students can change their contact details on the UCAS system and they do need to make sure that the 
email listed is not their school one as this will be closed down at the end of the academic year.  
 
Year 13 - Student Finance applications  
Applications for student finance for September are now open. Students need to apply online for these. 
We have put information on our website to support students with their applications for these. The 
information is located here: http://www.msnsixth.com/msn-sixth-he-information 
The tutors have also gone through this information with their tutees. 

 If students don’t have a passport then Mrs Ward can complete the student verification form for 
students.   

 The deadline for applications for student finance is 25th May. The school has no control over 
applications, unlike UCAS, and cannot monitor who has or has not applied, so we will not be able 
to remind students. 
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 If you have problems with applying they will need to contact Student Finance England on 0300 
100 0607. 

 Students should initially pick their first choice university even if they have not received an offer 
from them yet. They can change the university they are planning to go to on the student Finance 
system, right up until the moment they enrol there, so if they’ve not yet decided they can simply 
put down their planned preferred choice. 

 Students have not borrowed anything until they actually enrol, so if they are not sure if they 
intend to definitely go to university they should apply to ensure the funding is available should 
they decide to do so in September.  

 
Year 13 Apprenticeship/Direct into Work 
Students who are planning to take this route after Year 13 should ensure that they are a member of the 
DIW/Apprenticeship Google Classroom where any vacancies or apprenticeship opportunities are posted. 
In addition, information to assist students making applications is also listed in the Google Classroom.  
 
Further details on how to join this classroom are available from the sixth form team. Mrs Windsor, the 
Career Advisor, is available to help with applications and appointments can be made by contacting her on: 
rwindsor@nortonhillschool.com  
 
Absence reporting 
A reminder that if a student is absent from school due to illness or unforeseen circumstances then a 
phone call should be made to the Sixth Form on 01761 402280 before 8.30 in the morning. Please include 
the student’s forename, surname and tutor group. There is an answerphone so the call can be made at 
any point. A call needs to be made each day unless it is an ongoing illness which has been discussed with a 
member of the Sixth Form team. 
 
If the absence is planned then the student needs to complete a leave of absence form on our website and 
submit it to us: https://goo.gl/m1A4rd 
 
Dress Code 
Due to the recent trend in piercings, please be reminded that students are not allowed to have facial 
piercings whilst in 6th form. Students who continue to choose not to adhere to this policy will be sent 
home.  
 
 
Study Leave 
You will have received a letter confirming the details of study leave for all students during their summer 
exams.  

 Year 12 study leave commences on Monday 14th May and they will return to school on Tuesday 
5th June 

 Year 13 study leave commences on Monday 4th June 

 Year 13 Leavers’ Day will be on Friday 25th May 
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Results days  

 A Level Results Day - Thursday 16th August - School open for results 
 AS Results Day - Thursday 23rd August - school open for results  
 GCSE Retake Results Day - Thursday 23rd August 
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