
 
Parent/ Student Update 04.03.21 
 
We are thankfully now nearing the end of online learning and I know we are all looking 
forward to seeing the students back on site. It will be fantastic to try and have a bit of 
normality back. We now have some more detail about how the Teacher Assessed Grades 
will be calculated and we will be sending more specific details out over the next few weeks. 
The important thing is that work students have already completed as well as any work they 
complete from now on can contribute towards their final grades. Year 13 students and Year 
12 BTEC students need to try and stay focused on the end goal even though the exams will 
now not take place. They’ve worked so well throughout lockdown and I know their 
determination will continue now.  
 
Covid Testing 
Details of the testing programme has been sent home and we have attached a copy of this 
for your information to this email. 
 
Return to lessons on site 
Writhlington and Mendip Studio School students will return to lessons on site from Tuesday 
9th March. There will be no live lessons on Monday 8th March, as Sixth Form testing will be 
taking place all day. Teachers will give students an opportunity to get up to date before they 
return to school or may set some targeted work reviewing earlier work set.  
 
MSN Sixth students will return to lessons on site on Monday 15th March. There will be no 
online lessons on the afternoon of Friday 12th March to allow students to prepare for the 
return to lessons and also for teaching staff to be tested. 
 
Student Finance 
Students Finance applications for students applying for 2021-2022 are now open. Students 
can apply here - https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance.  
I have produced a video guide which is available on the website which takes you through the 
process: https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/crVoDh9nRf 
There are also some good resources on student finance here: 
https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan 
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partn
ers  
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/ 
 
If students do not have a passport to use with their application, then in previous years we 
would have to complete a supporting form for them to send with their birth certificate. 
Students now simply need to send their birth certificate with no supporting form. This is a 
new change for this year and is an update from my information film. 
 
We would recommend that students apply as soon as possible as it can take some time for 
the application to get processed. Students do not need to have chosen their final university 
options as they can change their final destination right up to the point they start in 
September. The deadline for applications is 21st May and unlike the UCAS process we do 
not have access to the applications so cannot reset passwords and can also not see 
whether forms have been sent.  
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Year 12 assessments 
Year 12 students missed their mock exams in January and we are still planning for students 
to have some formal assessment. However, we want students to have an opportunity to 
return to school and settle into a normal routine. This will also allow teachers to assess how 
students have progressed during lockdown. We therefore intend to have in class 
assessments the week after the Easter holidays and will have end of year exams in the final 
Summer half term. Currently, they are scheduled for the end of June. These dates may have 
to alter slightly due to the changes in exams this year, but we will confirm any changes 
before Easter so students can plan ahead.  
 
Catch up sessions 
I appreciate that although the students have made excellent progress over the period of 
lockdown, there will be some areas where students feel less confident or where they need 
some additional support. Teachers will be spending the first few lessons reviewing work 
covered during lockdown to support students and will also be offering their after school 
support sessions from the week beginning 15th March. I will send out details of which 
subjects are offered each day next week. If a student feels they need additional support in a 
subject then please encourage them to contact their subject teacher or alternatively please 
let either Ms Taggart (Writhlinton) or Ms Oxley-Hughes know.  
 
Careers website 
You will have received an email from Mrs Pascoe about Careers Week which took place this 
week. I’d just like to remind you to take a look at the two websites Mrs Pascoe has set up 
especially for students giving them lots of information on both Careers and also 
Apprenticeships. 
Ms Pascoe is also still available for students to see virtually or in person, for a careers 
interview. If students are interested in this then please email her directly on 
epascoe@msnsixth.com.  
 
Black Lives Matter - Friday 19th March 
Year 12 students will not have lessons on this day as they will all be taking part in the Black 
Lives Matter conference. There will be a programme on online talks and activities for 
students to take part in during the day. In normal circumstances we would have taken the 
students to Wells to take part, but this is a fantastic alternative.  
Students will be able to take part in the conference from home if they wish or alternatively 
they are also able to access it on the Sixth Form sites.  
 Further details on this are available here: 
https://www.wellscathedral.org.uk/outreach-learning/schools/ks3-ks4-and-sixth-form/multi-sc
hool-events/6th-form-conference/ 
The conference will explore some of the historical, geopolitical, theological, cultural and 
ethical issues that underpin Black Lives Matter (BLM) in the South West and the UK. 
Speakers include:: 

● The Revd. Dr. Carlton Turner Theology Tutor, The Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham: 
‘Beyond Unconscious Bias? Listening Carefully to the BLM Movement’. 

● Alex Raikes, MBE DL Strategic Director of Stand Against Racism & Inequality (SARI) 
– ‘Racism and Hate Crime in the South West’ 

● Dr Madge Dresser, Honorary Professor in Historical Studies at the University of 
Bristol: ‘The legacy of Transatlantic Slavery in Bristol and beyond‘ 
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● Nadia Lewis-Gorton and Euten Lindsay from Devon Development Education and The 

Cultural Champions: ‘Windrush and me’ 
● Dr Shawn Sobers, Associate Professor, Film and Journalism at University of the 

West of England: ‘Uncovering Black voices through film and photography’ 
● Vienna Ashley-Watts and Amilee J, Organisers from BLM Taunton and Andrew 

Jeffery from BLM Bridgwater: ‘Discussing the journey from rural isolation and 
discrimination to empowerment to take action for racial justice’ 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support in these difficult times. 
 
 

 
Mrs K Ward 
Director of Sixth Form 
 


